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K.M. Elisabeth Murray : Caught in the Web of Words: James Murray and the Oxford English Dictionary 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Caught in the Web of 
Words: James Murray and the Oxford English Dictionary: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Debra KnudsonThe perfect gift for my husband who is 
a big Oxford English Dictionary fan.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a great read. The story 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300089198


of the creation of the ...By kcageyI can get caught up in the OED for hours. This is a great read. The story of the 
creation of the OED is well told and how Murray managed this monumental task is an amazing story.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. The Oxford Dictionary was one man's passionBy Kindle CustomerA story of 
scholarship and obsession by an entire family, to produce the greatest dictionary of the English language.

This unique and celebrated biography describes how a largely self-educated boy from a small village in Scotland 
entered the world of scholarship and became the first editor of the Oxford English Dictionary and a great 
lexicographer. It also provides an absorbing account of how the dictionary was written, the personalities of the people 
working on it, and the endless difficulties that nearly led to the whole enterprise being abandoned.It is a magnificent 
story of a magnificent man, one of the finest biographies of the twentieth century, as its subject was one of the finest 
human beings of the nineteenth.Anthony BurgessA moving and dramatic story . . . sometimes tragic, often comic, 
ultimately triumphant.Times (London)A biography that possesses many of the virtues of James Murray himselfgrace, 
humor, intelligence, curiosity, and scholarship.TimeIn her vivid biography, Murrays granddaughter brings his 
remarkable personality to life, and provides an unexpectedly fascinating account of the OEDs long and difficult 
birth.Times Literary SupplementA gripping, engaging story; endearing, too. The daily round of a big Victorian family, 
with its jokes, games, and treasured seaside holidays, is entrancingly evoked.Sunday Times (London)

"A biography that possesses many of the virtues of James Murray himself grace, humor, intelligence, curiosity, and 
scholarship." -- Time"A moving and dramatic story . . . sometimes tragic, often comic, ultimately triumphant." -- 
Times, LondonFrom the Back CoverThis unique and celebrated biography describes how a largely self-educated boy 
from a small village in Scotland entered the world of scholarship and became the first editor of the Oxford English 
Dictionary, and a lexicographer greater by far than Dr. Johnson. It also provides an absorbing account of how the 
dictionary was written, the personalities of the people working on it, and the endless difficulties which nearly led to 
the whole enterprise being abandoned.About the AuthorK.M. Elisabeth Murray is James Murray's granddaughter and 
was formerly Principal of Bishop Otter College of Education, Chichester, England. 


